
reader about late night freight 
flights, poorly maintained air-
craft, bad weather and over 
worked pilots only to further 
skew the MU2. 
  
  By most measures, the MU-2 
is a text book success. It met 
the goals of great speed and 
excellent short-field perform-
ance, but along the way contro-
versy overcame its unique de-
sign. Early Part 91 pilots bought 
used MU2’s and received their 
training in the accepted way--a 
check and maybe a quick check-
out. It didn’t work because ade-
quate training fell short as the 
MU-2 had little in common with 
the piston twins most pilots had 
been previously flying. 
   
 The MU-2 is a short airplane, 
making it more sensitive than 
others in pitch and in trim. To 
minimize drag, the horizontal 
stabilizer is actually an upside 
down airfoil generating down 

By Jim Paige owner and pilot of  
Solitaire N52MA.– the second 
MU-2 he has owned. 
 
Fact or myth with one undenia-
bly clear opinion: amongst its 
Pilots & Owners, the MU2 is 
saluted as the finest airplane 
ever built and a better value 
than any VLJ. 
  
 The safety record of the MU-2 
were stroked from NTSB re-
ports and then mired by as-
sumptions by non-pilots. In the 
1970’s, the corporate world 
embraced the MU2 with its 
innovative design as praised by 
several larger jet aircraft. The 
Fowler flaps and highly loaded 
wings achieved the desired 
speed and performance. Corpo-
rate pilots have the good judg-
ment to adequately train and 
their safety record in the MU2 
justified its abundant versatility.  
  
  As smaller jet aircraft arrived 

in the market place, the MU2 
turbo prop became relegated to 
that if a reliable workhorse as 
well as an owner flown market. 
During the 80s and 90’s, proper 
and adequate training was 
spotty at best. Until the insur-
ance companies stepped in with 
required flight training, anyone 
with a checkbook could literally 
purchase any MU2 and go flying. 
  
   A series of unpredictable 
events tarnished the MU2’s 
safety record.  During those 
years, pilots descended into the 
trees on approach, ran out of 
fuel, lost control, flew drunk and 
made all the mistakes that are 
the final acts of pilots found in 
many different airplanes. The 
information has been available if 
you read closely, analyze fairly 
and keep an open mind for pi-
lots beyond their capabilities in 
flight and weather condi-
tions.  Compounding the acci-
dent myth were headliner arti-
cles that never tipped the 

The Mitsubishi Turbo Prop….who needs a VLJ? 

MU-2 Yahoo! User Group Founder-Alan Kozarsky 

MU-2 News thought its readers 
would enjoy finding out more 
about Alan Kozarsky, his airplane 
and why he started the MU-2 
Yahoo! User Group. The following 
is an interview with Alan.  

Tell us about your airplane. 
Serial number 362 is a 1977 P 
model and the former airplane 
of Craig and Larry (and Frank 
Borman)  I found it when mak-
ing my third trip to Smyrna.  I 

flew several times with Reece 
prior to committing to the MU-
2.  The major selling point on 
this particular airplane was its 
very solid service history and 
that Intercontinental Jet had 
recently gone through both 
engines and replaced a lot of 
parts. 
 
What airport are you based 
out of?  Based out of Carters-
ville in North Atlanta. KVPC 

 
How long have you been 
flying?   I got my private in 
1973 (Piper Cherokee on a 
grass strip in upstate NY in 
college flying club) and instru-
ment a year or so later. Multi 
didn’t come until the late 80’s.  
Helicopter rating five years ago. 
 
Prior to the MU-2, what 
airplanes did you own/
operate?  After renting Cess-
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nas and Bonanzas for 200 
hours a year of flying I bought 
my first airplane in the late 
1980’s – a 1977 A-36 Bonanza.  
This was followed three B-58 
Barons, a P Baron, four B-55 
Barons, a P210, a nearly new 
A-36, and I shouldn’t forget 
about my J-3 cub. 
 
How many hours do you fly 
annually?  I’m flying about 150 
hours a year. 
 
How long have you been 
practicing medicine?  Since 
1982 
 
Tell us about your practice.  
I’m an ophthalmologist with 
postgraduate training in corneal 
transplant and refractive sur-
gery.  We are a group of 18 
ophthalmologists representing 
all of the subspecialties within 
eye surgery. Our main office is 
in Atlanta but we have 
satellite offices through-
out Georgia 
 
Is there any  inter-
esting areas you 
have flown your 
plane? I started doing 
twice a year missionary 
ophthalmology in Hon-
duras during the early 
1990’s.  This included a 
Continental or Ameri-
can flight to Tegucigalpa 
as a starting point for 
our missions.  I 
dreamed about making 
the challenging ap-
proach into Tegucigalpa in my 
Baron and started flying my-
self to Central America ten 
years ago using the Florida 
Keys as a launching point.  
The added speed of the MU-2 
as well as the payload make it 
a much better airplane for the 
trip.    The MU-2 has made 
four very successful trips to 
Honduras. 

 
Why did you feel the need 
to create the Yahoo! User 
group?  Corneal transplant, 
cataract and refractive eye 
surgeons have been using 
online discussion groups for 
several years to help each 
other with difficult medial 
problems.  One of my patients 
started an online support 
group for corneal transplant 
patients that was Yahoo 
based.  I was surprised to find 
out how easy it was to set up 
such a group.  //  Before I 
finally decided to buy an MU-
2, Tim, Anthony, and Marius 
each spent a huge amount of 
time generously sharing infor-
mation and experience with 
me about how a piston guy 
should get into an Mitsubishi.  
This came after MHIA allowed 
me to attend a PROP seminar.  
I can’t forget Reece Howell, 

Ron Northern , and Dave 
Slivka who all spent lots of 
time with me talking about 
the MU-2 in general as well as 
specific airplanes.  Also, the 
folks from Intercontinental Jet 
spent an hour with me on the 
phone giving me realistic ex-
pectations about the costs of 
maintaining the airplane.//  It 
was obvious that there was a 

wealth of information out 
there, above and beyond what 
was transmitted during initial 
and recurrent training.  It was 
not hard to connect the dots 
and try to involve as many 
owners as I knew along with 
as many experts as would 
participate on an online dis-
cussion group. 
 
Is there anything about 
the user group that has 
surprised you?  The knowl-
edge and commitment of the 
owners and participating ex-
perts is pretty amazing.  I 
would like to see more par-
ticipation from the trainers 
and the maintenance guys but 
understand the hesitation to 
do so.  That Earle can solve an 
autopilot issue by reminding 
an owner to check the posi-
tion of the roll command dial, 
that an Intercontinental avion-
ics guy can solve my weird 

autopilot issue by 
asking my local guy to 
tighten the autopilot 
computer in the avi-
onics bay, that by 
phone and in two 
minutes, the guys 
from Tulsa can cor-
rectly diagnose the 
cause of my tailpipe 
fires…………there is 
lots of incredibly 
valuable knowledge 
out there and I wish I 
knew how to make 
the online environ-
ment a better one to 

allow our trainers and mainte-
nance folks to chime in. 
 
Tell us about your wife 
and family. Any aspiring 
aviators? My wife Julie is a 
Georgia native; I am a (damn) 
Yankee from New Jersey.  She 
is an aviation enthusiast and 
our first date in 1999 included 
a night aerial tour of Atlanta.  
She tolerates (and even en-

MU-2 Yahoo! User Group Founder-Alan Kozarsky  
(continued from front page) 
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and 
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the owners and 

participating 

experts is pretty 
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force. The upside-down airfoil 
allows the tail to exert the 
necessary down force at a 
lower angle of attack and with 
very little trim drag. As a re-
sult, small amounts of pitch 
trim have a greater effect. This 

configuration is similar to many 
jet designs hence the need for 
jet like training. Until the last 
ten years or so, few recognized 
the absolute need for proper 
training in any Part 91 aircraft. 
Now it’s doubtful any VLJ will 
be sold without mandatory 
training. 
  
  Mitsubishi Industries has been 
generously supportive for a 

20+ year out production air-
plane. It hardly seems fair when 
accident lawyers scouring for 
deep pockets refuse to accept 
two very thorough FAA reviews 
of the MU2’s certification for 
flight.  In the last few years, 

court room antics, self 
described experts and 
political grandstanding 
attempted to once 
again short circuit the 
expertise of the FAA 
certification process. 
Whatever the motive, 
this approach might 
have served to allow 
the airplane to outlive 
its adversaries for 

many more years to come. 
 In 2007, the FAA is expected 
to mandate an enhanced training 
program as requested from the 
manufacturer many years ago. 
An overwhelming majority of 
MU2 pilots welcome the FAA’s 
special SFAR to mandate qualifi-
cation and annual training. Pilots 
of high performance aircraft are 
indeed a rare breed. 
 

Aircraft comparison taken from BC&A Planning Guide 
2006 (900nm figures were not available for the Mus-
tang)  
  Solitaire  Cessna Mustang 
300nm Trip  
Flight Time 1+06  1+00 
Fuel   93.57 gallons 107.8 gallons 
 
600nm Trip 
Flight Time 2+05  2+00 
Fuel   177.12 gallons 185 gallons 
 
After 30 years, it appears the MU-2 still compares very favora-
bly to the latest and greatest. For those of us familiar with the 
airplane, you have to wonder what all the hype is about with 
the VLJs. The MU-2 has always offered jet like performance at 
an economical price. Not to mention great comfort and load 
hauling capabilities, excellent runway performance and one of 
the finest rides in turbulence of any airplane.  
 
The MU-2– VLJ 
performance and a 
great value!  

The Mitsubishi Turbo Prop….who needs a VLJ? 
(continued from front page) 

MU-2 Yahoo! User Group Founder-Alan Kozarsky  
(continued from page 2) 

anything else.  I’d like to 
thank Tim, Anthony and 
Marius once again for their 
amazing patience and generos-
ity in sharing their MU-2 ex-
perience with me prior to my 
making the plunge.  I’d still be 
flying a Baron if it weren’t for 
those guys and Reece.  I’d also 
like to thank everyone in the 
MU-2 community for be such 
a great cohesive group espe-
cially going thought the chal-
lenging issues of the past few 
years.  We couldn’t wish for a 
better group of people. 

 
We agree Alan. We couldn’t ask 
for a better group of people. You 

included! Thank you for allowing 
us to get to know you better.  

courages) my aviation disease.  
My four year old daughter 
loves airplanes (and cars) and 
is the usual inhabitant of the 
right seat during our family 
trips.  Yes, she can now reach 
the RCS switches, condition 
levers, pressurization con-
trols, and I do have to keep an 
eye on her.  Her five month 
old brother is well behaved 
and seems to like our flights.  
My wife particularly likes the 
rear bench of the MU-2 and is 
disappointed when she does-
n’t see something like it when 
I show her interior photos of 
the VLJ’s.   
 
Feel free to share with us 
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By Greg Mink 
 
Recently, I had the opportunity 
to meet three User Group 
members during my business 
travels to the east coast.. In 
April, I met Dennis Wolf at his 
home airport of Republic Farm-
ingdale on Long Island. We 
spent a few hours together 
talking all things MU-
2,comparing our paint jobs 
(both done by the same com-
pany– and both looking equally 
outstanding) and in general just 
enjoying the camaraderie that 
comes from a passion for the 
same aircraft. It was a great 
afternoon and I look forward 
to seeing Dennis again! 
 
Dennis is one of those lucky 
individuals whose flying is 
purely for fun. As an Anesthesi-
ologist, Dennis has no cause to 
use his MU-2 for business, but 
his frequent trips to West Palm 

Beach were becoming a stretch 
for his Cessna 421. His P 
model MU-2 makes that trip a 
breeze. He says his wife loves 
the speed of the MU-2. And I 
know Dennis does too!  
 
Near the end of June, I again 
had the opportunity to meet 
with User Group members 
Bob and Owen Watkins at 
their home field just west of 
Philadelphia. The Watkins 
rolled out the red carpet for 
me with service beyond what  
would be expected at one of 
the finest FBO’s(thanks again 
Bob and Owen!). I was treated 
to a tour of their Solitaire, as 

well as their Learjet 36 and the 
beautiful hangar that houses 
their aircraft. As a side note, 
this hangar was the home of a 
previous Mitsubishi factory ser-
vice center and still bears the 
sign (at least on the inside of the 
hanger) attesting to it’s Service 
Center status. 
 
Bob and Owen (and Owen’s 
brother Dan) are the owners of 
Rampmaster. Next time you see 
a fuel truck fueling up an air-
liner, you can almost be assured 
that it is a Rampmaster truck. 
Due to the popularity and pat-
ented design of their fueling 
trucks, you’ll have to wait about 
8 months to get one. Their back 
log is that long!  
 
Besides being the head of a 
wonderful family, what I found 
very interesting about Bob is his 
passion for flying. He said basi-
cally he works so he can sup-
port his aviation addiction. Can I 
relate to that?!  
 
If you have read any of Bob’s 
posting on the user group, you 
also know that he (as well as 
Owen) is a consummate profes-
sional and approaches his com-
mitment to aviation very seri-
ously. This same attitude carries 
over into the maintenance of 
their aircraft. They have a full-
time mechanic who maintains 
both aircraft to the exacting 
standards that the Watkins 
demand. It was a real education 
to spend time with him as he 
discussed some of his experi-
ences with the MU-2 and the 
standard to which the Watkins 
maintain their aircraft. I’d put 
my family in one of their planes 
any day.  
 
As I write this, I am sitting at 
the Kansas City Airport waiting 
for my delayed Southwest Air-
lines connection back to Indian-
apolis. It took me two hours to 
fly my airplane to Tulsa for rou-

tine maintenance. It looks like 
it will be 9 hours for me to 
return to my starting point. All 
this “down time” gives me time 
to reflect on how fortunate are 
those of us who fly the MU-2. I 
am rapidly approaching my 
second anniversary in the air-
craft and in retrospect, I 
wouldn’t change a thing. The 
plane has far exceeded my 
expectations, but the welcome 
surprise is all of you. This band 
of brothers (and sisters-Linda) 
has been the unexpected bene-
fit of the whole ownership 
experience. And with all that 
has happened or threatened to 
happen to our aircraft over the 
last few years, a tight knit com-
munity is exactly what we 
need.  
 
On that note, let’s try to get as 
many owners involved as possi-
ble in the User Group. There 
are instructions for how to join 
at the end of this newsletter . 
Let’s try to increase our mem-
bership and thus, our strength. 
Remind those who are perhaps 
not eager to join that they 
don’t have to write anything. 
They can merely monitor the 
chatter and never chime in 
unless they feel led.  
 
And let’s not forget the up-
coming Fly-in at Amelia Island. 
The flyer is also attached at the 
end of this newsletter. Jim 
Paige and his crew are putting 
in a lot of effort to make this a 
success. Let’s show up in force 
for what 
promises to 
be a great 
weekend!  
 
 
 

The User Group in Action 

“And with all that 

has happened or 

threatened to 

happen to our 

aircraft over the 

last few years, a 

tight knit 

community is 

exactly what we 

need.” 
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second short body MU-2 they have 

owned. 

Dennis Wolf’s P Model.  



How to Join the Yahoo! User Group  
 
If you are wondering how to join the user group, it is really quite easy. You can 
send an e-mail to Alan Kozarsky (the Gatekeeper!) at amk@kozarskyATL.com. 
Alan will probably reply with a few questions verifying that you are an owner/
operator and then will provide you a link to follow to join. It is really that easy! I 
hope you take advantage of it.  

of it to your flying buddies. 
Print a copy off and hand it to 
the next person who asks you 
about your airplane (along with 
the BC&A article What is 
Wrong With the MU-2). Leave a 
copy of it at the next FBO you 
stop at, and the next. Hope-
fully, we can convince Turbine 
Air and Mitsubishi to post a 
link to it on their website. As 
Bill Murray said in one of his 
movies, “Baby steps, baby 
steps…”. We aren’t going to 
change everyone’s opinion of 
the MU-2 overnight, but one at 
a time, baby steps. We can get 
our message out and gradually 
we can repair some of the 
damage that has been done 
over the years to the reputa-
tion of the MU-2. 

 

With more people/interest in 
the aircraft, the market for the 
aircraft can solidify/recover. 
This will open up the door for 
continued improvement and 
advancement of the breed. 
Perhaps an autopilot upgrade 
would be a reality. How about 
a nice glass cockpit? Wouldn’t 
it be great to realize a –10 

This is Volume 1, Issue 1 of 
what I hope can become a 
quarterly edition. My idea for 
creating this newsletter was to 
serve as a fun and entertaining 
addition to the regular corre-
spondence that occurs on the 
website. In addition, my hope  
is that  the newsletter will 
serve as a driving mechanism to 
bring additional owners into 
the user group ranks. Finally, 
and perhaps most important to 
me, I hope this newsletter will 
encourage non-owners to take 
an interest in our aircraft-a 
positive interest. Let me ex-
plain. 

 

I believe the MU-2 is probably 
the most misunderstood and 
misrepresented aircraft actively 
flying today. As owners, we all 
know the red tape we had to 
navigate through to ultimately 
discover this jewel. There is 
precious little positive informa-
tion readily available about this 
aircraft. I hope this newsletter 
can serve as a vehicle to pro-
mote the wonderful benefits of 
the MU-2.  If you enjoyed read-
ing this newsletter, send a copy 

conversion as a money making 
(as opposed to losing) opportu-
nity? A solid market for our 
aircraft will certainly help make 
that possible. Or at the very 
least minimize the downside if 
you need to sell after a –10 
conversion. 

For those of you who don't 
enjoy the newsletter, please 
send me an e-mail and let me 
know what I can do to improve 
it. If you think this is a waste of 
time, don’t be afraid to tell me. 
I have a great day job and don’t 
need any additional unneces-
sary duties!  

 

If you would like to contribute 
your own article, please do so! 
I would love to hear about 
your particular aircraft and 
what makes it special to you. 
Let me know about any inter-
esting trips you have taken in it. 
Send me photos too! I’ll take as 
much or as little as you care to 
give me. I can be reached at 
gregm@modulardevices.com 
or feel free to call me at 1-800-
456-3369.  

 

A Note about this Newsletter from the Editor 

 

The Watkins’s hangar with the 
Service Center sign in the 

background.  

Submissions or comments 
directed to- 

 
Greg Mink 

1-800-456-3369 
gregm@modulardevices.com 

 



           MU2 Fly-In for Pilots, Owners and Friends of the MU2 Community 
 

Who:  Jim & Alice Paige email: jpaigejr@prodigy.net    ph 716 484 3500  
           Dean & Darlene Oller email: drollerdds@sbcglobal.net  ph 317 534 8101 or 317 514 2864 
 
What: Friday Night 6:30 Southern Barbeque                
           Saturday Morning Meeting: 9am-11:30am Guest speakers/what’s new in the MU2 world 
                                                        followed by the MU2 Queen of the Fleet(QOF) Contest 
           Saturday Night Dinner 7:00pm Amelia Island Shrimp Boil, Awards & entertainment 
       
When: Friday Oct 12 - Sunday Oct 14th, 2007 come early/stay late 
 
Where: Amelia Island Plantation (Jacksonville, Florida) www.ameliaisland.org & www.aipfl.com   
              Fly into Fernandina Beach Airport 55J FBO: McGill Aviation www.net-magic.net/biz-directory/airport.htm    

                                                     

GUEST ROOM RATES: Room Suites per night for the MU2 Group are as follows: 
Room Rate 
Oceanview Room $189 

Room rates quoted above are net rates, European Plan (no meals included) and are subject to all applicable taxes at the time of the Event.  The current taxes are: 
State 7%, Occupancy 2% and are subject to change plus resort service fee and gratuities in addition to the rates set forth above, a daily resort service fee is currently 
charged in the amount of $10.00 plus sales tax (currently 7%), per person (16 years of age and older), per night, which includes: housekeeping gratuities, unlimited high 
speed internet access in all applicable accommodations, transportation driver gratuities, unlimited on-property shuttle transportation, self parking, unlimited use of 
health & fitness center, 1 bucket of range balls, meeting concierge staff, in-room coffee and 24/7 public safety staff.  Group shall be solely and fully responsible for 
informing its attendees of these fees and that they are separate and distinct from the room rate and from taxes.  Group may not, in any printed materials regarding the 
meeting or in any other manner, lump these fees into any category such as tax or room rate.  The resort service fee is subject to change as is the tax rate.   

ARRIVAL and DEPARTURE: Check-in time at Resort is after 4:00 PM on arrival day. Check-out time is before 11:00 AM 
on departure day.  The Resort would appreciate receiving flight arrival times for a Group, if available. Attendee wishing special 
consideration for early in or late check-out should reserve and/or inquire at the front desk on the day of departure. Should the 
Resort allow for deviation from normal times, it may impose a half day rate.  
Call Resort for shuttle pick-up from 55J. From Jacksonville airport, a cab costs less than resort transportation charges. 
 
 HOW TO RESERVE A ROOM: Individual room reservations are required. Please contact (888) 261-6165 for the Group 
Reservations Department; identify yourself as part of MU2 Group and reference group number 8B19X2.  The Resort must 
receive all reservations no later than August 15, 2007.  Any requests for special room arrangements must be made at the time of 
this call.  For event planning purposes please make reservation and send guests funds as soon as possible. 
  For reservations, a one (1)-night deposit will be required to confirm the reservation.  This deposit may be made by credit card 
or check and will be applied to first night of stay.  Deposits will not be refunded unless reservation is cancelled fourteen (14) 
days prior to arrival. 
 
Please Email Jim Paige jpaigejr@prodigy.net  to indicate the intended number of guests for fly-in events. 
 
Cost per person is $200.00 excluding rooms, hotel fees & transportation; please send guest(s) funds by 
July 15, 2007 for us to guarantee dinner reservations. Cancellations must be received by 8/15/07. 
Make Checks payable to: MU2 Amelia Island Fly In and send to  
                                         James Paige Jr. 
                                         4417 Lakeside Dr.                    Ph 716 484 3500  
                                          Bemus Point, New York 14712  
Attendee Names_______________________ & _______________________ {Please Print Name}  
 
Ph#_______________ Date you reserved your Resort Suite __/___/07 Confirmation#____________ 
 
Number of Guest(s)_____   X $200.00 = $__________ Check #__________ Date Pd________.  


